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Dancing spiders and sidewinder snakes, tok tokkie beetles and 
goggle-eyed chameleons – Namibia’s arid landscapes come to life when 
Steve and Ann Toon follow in the tracks of some spellbinding secret wildlife... 

Steve and Ann Toon 
are UK-based wildlife 
photographers and 
journalists with a specialist 
interest in wildlife, 
conservation issues and 
southern Africa. They are 
regular contributors to 
Travel Africa.

TA

Namaqua chameleon
These fast-moving critters 
can see in both directions 
at once and change colour 

according to mood and 
conditions. They are 

normally dark in the morning 
to help them warm up and 
lighter later on in the day to 

reflect the heat. 

We’re hoping to get closer to the fascinating 
little  critters that usually get overlooked 

on safari – the stuff  you don’t realise 
         exists until you marvel at it up close
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Above: Hiking the Tok Tokkie trail

Left: The trap door of the dancing 
white lady spider

Opposite: Bruno Nebe with 
porcupine caterpillar

Dancing white 
lady spider 

This cunning and ghostly 
white spider cleverly crafts a 
burrow in the sand out of silk 
that looks for all the world like 
a knitted purse. It then closes 
the burrow with a silken trap 
door, which forms a hidden 

flap in the sand. 
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Black scorpion
Its petite pincers are a dangerous 
sign – this scorpion must rely on 
the poison in its thick tail to kill 
its prey. It moves by day on the 
dunes and gravel plains, unlike 

many other scorpions.

Palmato gecko
These ice-cream-coloured geckos 

have huge fixed-lens eyes and 
no eyelids. To get moisture when 

they need it they sometimes 
allow fog to condense on their 
eyes and then lick off the water 

droplets with their 
long tongues.

Top left: Tok tokkie beetle

Above: Crossing paths in the 
Namib’s dunes
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Getting there
Air Namibia (www.airnamibia.com.na) has direct flights to 
and from Windhoek from Frankfurt. South African Airways 
(www.flysaa.com) and British Airways (www.ba.com) both 
link London to Windhoek via Johannesburg. 

When to visit
Due to the dry climate it’s fine to visit all year round, 
although April and May bring fresher air. 

Visas  
Most travellers from Europe and North America do not 
require a visa to enter Namibia for holidays shorter than 
three months.
 
Books
Bradt’s Namibia (4th ed, published January 2011), written 
by Chris McIntyre, is a solid guidebook choice.

Find out more
For Tok Tokkie Trails and Mundulea, contact Expert Africa 
(www.expertafrica.com). Tommy’s Tours & Safaris (www.
tommys.iway.na) run living desert tours into the dunes from 
Swakopmund. Wilderness Safaris (www.wilderness-safaris.
com) operate dune game drives on request from their Little 
Kulala lodge.

Shovel-snouted 
lizard

A true Priscilla Queen of the Desert, 
this dancing lizard, sometimes 

called the thermal dancing lizard, is 
a cool customer because it lifts two 
feet in the air at the same time as it 
swiftly moves across the hot sand 

to minimise heat transfer 
to the body.

Tok tokkie beetles 
Best known of the 200 
or so species is the 
fog-basking, which gets 
moisture by allowing fog 
to condense on its back. 
It then stands on its head 
so the water formed can 
trickle down to its mouth.

Steve and Ann Toon * 
travelled with Expert Africa 
(www.expertafrica.com) 
for Tok Tokkie Trails and 
Mundulea.

Sidewinder snake
Smaller than you might think, 
this adder is one of the world’s 
smallest, reaching up to 30cm 
in length only. The sidewinding 
motion helps the snake move 

across the dune’s slip face where 
the sand is quite loose and also 

means there’s minimal body 
contact with the hot sand.


